
NORTHERN NEVADA WATER PLANNING COMMISSION 
 AGENDA  

 
Wednesday, January 7, 2009 

1:30 p.m. 
 
 

Reno City Council Chambers 
One East First Street 

Reno, Nevada 
 

1. Roll Call and determination of presence of a quorum. 
 
2. Approval of agenda. 
 
3. Approval of the minutes from the December 3, 2008, meeting. 
 
4. Public Comments. *  (Three-minute time limit per person.) 
 
5. Discussion and possible recommendation to the Western Regional 

Water Commission (WRWC) for funding in an amount not to exceed 
$50,000 from the Regional Water Management Fund for a hydrologic 
and hydraulic analysis for a tributary watershed to Swan Lake - Dan St. 
John, Director, Washoe County Department of Public Works. 

 
6. Review and possible amendment of the Northern Nevada Water 

Planning Commission (NNWPC) Administrative Policies & Procedures, 
and possible direction to staff – Jim Smitherman. 

 
7. Status report on coordination with WRWC member agency 

representatives concerning regional consistency of water conservation 
provisions in development codes, and possible direction to staff – Chris 
Wessel. 

 
8. Informational report regarding Truckee Meadows Water Authority 

Standing Advisory Committee, Barry Winzeler. * 
 
9. Program Manager’s Report, Jim Smitherman *  

a. Status Report of Projects and Work Plan supported by the Regional 
Water Management Fund  

b. Financial report on the Regional Water Management Fund 
c. Update on Bill Draft Requests (BDRs) that may affect the NNWPC 
d. Truckee River Flood Management Project status report 
 

10. Discussion and possible direction to staff regarding agenda items for 
the February 4, 2009, Commission meeting and future meetings, Jim 
Smitherman. 



11. Commission comments. * 
 
12. Staff comments. * 
 
13. Public Comments.* (Three-minute time limit per person.) 
 
14. Adjournment. 
 
*Indicates a non-action item 
 
Notes: Items on the agenda without a time designation may not necessarily be considered in the order in which they 

appear.  The Commission may take action on any of the action items listed. 
 
 Facilities in which this meeting is being held are accessible to the disabled.  Persons with disabilities who 

require special accommodations or assistance (e.g. sign language interpreters or assisted listening devices) at 
the meeting should notify the Washoe County Department of Water Resources, at 954-4665, 24 hours prior to 
the meeting. 

 
 In accordance with NRS 241.020, this agenda has been posted at the following locations:  Reno City Hall (1 

East First Street), Sparks City Hall (431 Prater Way), Sparks Justice Court (630 Greenbrae Dr), Sun Valley GID 
(5000 Sun Valley Blvd.), TMWA (1355 Capital Blvd.), Washoe County Administration Building (1001 E. 9th 
Street), Washoe County Clerk’s Office (Court and Virginia Streets), Washoe County Central Library (301 South 
Center St.), Washoe County Department of Water Resources (4930 Energy Way), Galena Market (19990 
Thomas Creek Rd.), Galena High School (3600 Butch Cassidy Way), South Valleys Library (15650A Wedge 
Parkway), the Northern Nevada Water Planning Commission (NNWPC) website:  
http://www.washoecounty.us/water/nnwpc.htm, and the Western Regional Water Commission’s (WRWC) 
website:  http://www.wrwc.us/meetings.html  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.washoecounty.us/water/nnwpc.htm
http://www.wrwc.us/meetings.html


NORTHERN NEVADA WATER PLANNING COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

 
Wednesday, December 3, 2008 

 
The regular meeting of the Northern Nevada Water Planning Commission (NNWPC) was held on 
Wednesday, December 3, 2008 in the City of Sparks Council Chambers, 745 Fourth Street, Sparks, 
Nevada. 
 
1. Roll Call and determination of presence of a quorum – Chairman Price called the meeting to order 

at 1:33 p.m.  There was a quorum present.    
 
Voting Members Present: 
George W. Ball, Jr.  
Michael Cameron  
Michael J. DeMartini 
John Erwin 
Rosemary Menard 
Darrin Price 
Jerry Schumacher (arrived at 1:42 p.m.) 
Wayne Seidel 
 

Voting Members Absent: 
Greg Dennis 
John Jackson  
Neil Mann  
 

Non-Voting Members Present: 
John Bird 
Jon Palm 

Non-Voting Members Absent: 
Ray Davis 
Harry Fahnestock 
Kelvin Hickenbottom 
David Noble 
 

  
Staff Members Present: 
Jim Smitherman 
Chris Wessel 
June Davis 
John Rhodes, Legal Counsel 

 

 
2. Approval of the agenda. 
Commissioner Erwin made a motion to approve the December 3, 2008 NNWPC agenda as posted.  
Commissioner Seidel seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 
3. Approval of the minutes from the November 5, 2008 meeting. 
The minutes of the November 5, 2008 NNWPC meeting were submitted for approval.  Commissioner 
Cameron made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Seidel seconded the 
motion, which carried unanimously.  Commissioner Erwin abstained from voting due his absence from 
the November 5, 2008 meeting.   
 
4. Public Comments. 
Chairman Price called for public comments and hearing none, closed the public comment period. 
 
5. Final review of the 2008 Amendment to update the Comprehensive Regional Water 

Management Plan and possible direction to staff. 
Mr. Smitherman reviewed a brief PowerPoint presentation, which outlined the Amendment.  He 
explained that the previous Regional Water Planning Commission (RWPC) thoroughly reviewed and 
recommended adoption of the Amendment as called for by Nevada Revised Statute (NRS) 540A.  He 
added that since that time, NRS 540A was repealed when the legislature approved the Western Regional 
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Northern Nevada 
Water Planning Commission 

 

STAFF REPORT 
  
   
DATE: December 16, 2008 

TO: Chairman and Members, Northern Nevada Water Planning Commission  

FROM: Dan St. John, P.E. Washoe County Public Works Director 

THROUGH: Jim Smitherman, Water Resources Program Manager 

SUBJECT: Discussion and possible recommendation to the Western Regional Water 
Commission (WRWC) to initiate a hydrologic and hydraulic analyses for a 
tributary watershed to Swan Lake, including a recommendation for funding in the 
amount of $50,000 from the Regional Water Management Fund to support a 
related professional services agreement. 

 

SUMMARY:    
 
A detailed hydrologic and hydraulic analysis for a tributary drainage contributing to Swan Lake 
is the first step towards developing storm water conveyance solutions necessary to alleviate 
flooding during significant storm events.  With refinement of existing broad scale hydrologic and 
hydraulic models, a detailed study will be developed in coordination with parallel efforts in the 
watershed enabling the design of structural improvements within the Marlin and Lemmon Drive 
channel corridors.  This proposal meets top priorities of the work plan set by the Northern 
Nevada Water Planning Commission to “develop an integrated water resources management 
plan for the north valleys”. 
 
The requested funding amount is $50,000.    
 
BACKGROUND:   
 
The Marlin Drain and Lemmon Drive Drainage channel have a history of flooding during 
significant flood events with the latest occurrence being in December 2005.  The Marlin Channel 
receives drainage from developed properties including a large contribution from a detention pond 
constructed with the North Valley’s high school.  The Lemmon Drive channel receives drainage 
from the Marlin Channel and other contributing watershed totaling an estimated area of 10 
square miles.  These channels convey flood waters from a significant portion of the 40 square 
miles of contributing area draining to Swan Lake. 
 
The Western Regional Water Commission has adopted priorities for the North Valleys including, 
“Develop an integrated water resources management plan for the north valleys including water 
supply, wastewater, reclaimed water, storm water and flood control; and plan for the expansion and 
regional integration of reclaimed water systems and analyze legal and procedural barriers to 
expanded uses of reclaimed water. 
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DISCUSSION:   
 
This study will yield a more refined and integrated hydrologic model of Golden Valley and 
Lemmon Valley.  Applications of the model will allow focused studies related to stormwater 
volume and flow rates associated with extreme precipitation events.  Outputs will provide 
recommendations to Washoe County for modifications needed to the existing drainage system to 
better pass flood waters through the developments to Swan Lake.  A future study which may be 
deemed important by the Water Commission is the determination of sediment loading to Swan 
Lake.  Sediment loading has a direct impact to water quality and reduces existing flood storage 
volume in the playa. While the scope of services for this proposal is limited to maximizing 
floodwater conveyance, the resulting modeling effort will be a valuable beginning point which 
can be built upon by the Water Commission to complete its prioritized goal of establishing an 
integrated water resources management plan for the North Valleys.   
 
  
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   
 
Staff finds that the proposed analysis is consistent with the NNWPC’s goals for the North 
Valleys.  Staff recommends that the Commission consider the work scope and funding request in 
light of the recently updated work plan and 4-year financial priorities list, and take action 
accordingly.   
 
 

 
attachments:   Exhibit A – Vicinity Map 
 Manhard Proposal and Scope of Work 
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Water Commission (WRWC) Act.  He explained that the purpose of this agenda item and the next is to 
ensure compliance with the provisions of the new law. 
 
Mr. Smitherman reported that the Amendment was presented to the WRWC last April where staff was 
directed to revise the Amendment cover document in order to make it more user-friendly.  He gave a brief 
overview of the revisions that were made to the cover document, which includes: 
 

• Summaries of the conceptual level facility plans for City of Reno, City of Sparks and Washoe 
County, which are incorporated by reference into the Amendment 

• A set of frequently asked questions (FAQs) was added related to sustainable water resources and 
growth.  The FAQs were developed by the water purveyors, cities and county with the help of the 
public information officers to make it very readable for the public.  

• A section of Key Findings was added. 
• Projections were differentiated between the facility planning water demand estimates and the 

consensus population forecast.  He explained that the facilities were oversized to serve the 
population adequately beyond the timeframe of the consensus forecast.   

• The water resources table was updated to include water resources related to a planned Lower 
Smoke Creek Desert water importation project. 

• A table was added to compare water demands and wastewater flow. 
• A cost estimate table was added to show estimated water, wastewater and stormwater facility 

costs per dwelling unit.  Mr. Smitherman clarified that the costs include the Truckee River Flood 
Project costs, which were not included in the original Amendment.  Staff was directed to include 
those costs by the WRWC. 

• The consensus forecast projects a total year 2030 Truckee Meadows Service Area (TMSA) 
population of 620,323, which is the number to be used for conformance or consistency with the 
Truckee Meadows Regional Plan.  Mr. Smitherman reported that in the Facility Plans, the 
consultant calculated an equivalent population, which included conservative assumptions for 
sizing facilities, at 681,602.  He reported that the WRWC wished to use the consensus forecast 
number as the reference.  He stated that the difference in the two numbers is explained based on 
the need to size facilities appropriately to meet their service life.  He added that the two 
population numbers differ by approximately 61,000 (or approximately 9%).  He stated that in 
speaking with a population forecast expert, a ten percent discrepancy at the twentieth year of a 
20-year projection, is very reasonable, which is noted in the Amendment. 

• The 2030 Water Resources and Demands for the TMSA range from approximately 60,000 to 
64,000 additional acre-feet annually (AFA).  Mr. Smitherman added that per a request from the 
WRWC, all AFA numbers are also shown as million gallons per day (MGD) flow units.  He 
reiterated that water associated with a proposed importation project in the Lower Smoke Creek 
Desert is included in the table.  He explained that the difference between 60,800 to 64,000 AFA 
in available supply versus 65,100 AFA new water demand, could be made up by more efficient 
use of water resources (including expanded uses of reclaimed water).    

• Mr. Smitherman reported that in regard to Washoe County (WC) Ballot Question No. 3, a 
statement was added to the forward that says the Amendments show that there are water 
resources identified in Washoe County that may be used to meet the projected 2030 TMSA 
demands, consistent with the consensus forecast. 

• Regarding wastewater treatment capacity increase projections to 2030, that number is 55.6 MGD.  
He stated that in comparison to projected water demands, the number is considered reasonable. 

• The total estimated cost for facilities to serve the 2030 demands is approximately $3.4 billion in 
current dollars, which includes water, wastewater and flood control management.  Mr. 
Smitherman noted that flood management costs include local government flood control drainage 
issues, as well as the Truckee River Flood Project.  He explained that the estimate per dwelling 
unit breaks down as: 
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o Water Facilities = $10,000 
o Wastewater / Reclaimed Water Facilities = $15,000 
o Flood Management = $3,700 (assumed to be allocated evenly across existing and future 

customers).  Mr. Smitherman reported that the Truckee River Flood Project is currently 
conducting very detailed financial analyses that will yield significantly refined rate 
estimates for the project.  He suggested that once those estimates are received the 
NNWPC and WRWC could consider incorporating the numbers into a future amendment 
or the 2011 Water Plan.   

 
Mr. Smitherman summarized that the revised Amendment has been presented to the WRWC, which 
provided direction to move forward with the adoption process.  He reported that the next agenda item is 
the Public Hearing on the Amendment and following that item, Commissioners would have the 
opportunity to adopt a Resolution recommending approval or adoption of the Amendment to the WRWC.  
He added that assuming that happens today, the document will be available for a thirty (30)-day public 
review and inspection period that would begin December 8, 2008.   
 
Mr. Smitherman reported that staff plans to present the Amendments to the public at a public workshop 
on December 10, 2008 at the Washoe County Department of Water Resources (DWR).  He added that a 
workshop is not required by law; however, staff thought it was a good idea.  He stated that copies of the 
Amendment are available for inspection via websites and at the County Clerk’s office and DWR.  
Chairman Price asked if there is a counter on the website to track the number of visits, which Mr. 
Smitherman stated there is not.  Mr. Smitherman stated that there is a form available for download on the 
websites for the public to make comments.   
 
Commissioner Cameron asked for clarification that the RWPC essentially reviewed and approved the 
prior version of this document, which is now being brought forward as modified.  Mr. Smitherman stated 
that is correct and added that approval of the Resolution to Adopt the Amendment is needed to satisfy the 
requirements of the law.  Chairman Price stated that Commissioner Cameron brings up a good point and 
added that most of the modifications were made in order to make the document more user-friendly.   
 
Commissioner DeMartini stated he had difficulty following exactly what the changes were from what was 
previously adopted.  He stated that some items, such as cost per home, are very important and some items 
are excluded from those numbers, which are of large magnitude.  He stated that the size of the 
assumptions bothers him considerably, such as not including the cost of imported water, yet it would be 
required and not including the cost of water rights although they would be required.  He stated he thinks it 
is misleading because those numbers are horrendous numbers.  He asked if he is correct that those large 
numbers are not being included in the totals. 
 
Mr. Smitherman stated that is correct in reading the text, which states that certain costs are not included as 
was stated in the original Amendment.  He added that the difference is that the estimated costs are now 
broken down per dwelling unit.  He stated that the estimates are high level planning estimates to 2030.  
Commissioner DeMartini asked that in looking at new growth, would someone look at the numbers and 
think that is all that would be required per home.  Mr. Smitherman stated it is not presented that way and 
an estimate of water rights costs cannot be estimated for 2030.   
 
Commissioner DeMartini stated that when this Plan Amendment was presented last November, it was 
prior to knowing what the vote would be on WC Question 3.  He asked if the Plan Amendment would be 
immediately revisited after the understanding of what WC Question 3 might be or if it would make sense 
to postpone action on the Amendment until that information is obtained.  He asked what date the Plan 
Amendment is required, to which Mr. Smitherman stated there is not a time requirement.  Mr. 
Smitherman stated that the intention of the Plan Amendment is to make the Water Plan as current as 
possible.   
 
Mr. Smitherman stated that in regard to WC Question 3, it is in the hands of the Truckee Meadows 
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Regional Planning Agency (TMRPA).  He added that TMRPA plans to schedule public forums or 
meetings to solicit the opinions of the people who voted in favor of the question as to what they intended.  
He stated that he believed it would be premature to include in this Amendment what WC Question 3 
might mean.  Mr. Rhodes stated that WC Question 3 was not directed to the NNWPC, the WRWC or the 
Regional Water Management Plan.  It is directed to Regional Planning, which is being very proactive in 
the process.  He agreed with Mr. Smitherman that it would be premature to address the issue in this 
Amendment. 
 
Commissioner DeMartini asked if Regional Planning would be responsible for determining whether the 
Plan Amendment conforms to the Regional Plan.  Mr. Rhodes stated that Chapter 531 now uses the 
language, “consistent with” the Regional Plan.   
  
Chairman Price thanked Mr. Smitherman for his presentation.  
 
6. 2:00 p.m. - Public Hearing on the 2008 Amendment to update the Comprehensive Regional 

Water Management Plan. 
Chairman Price opened the Public Hearing at 2:00 p.m.  He called for any comments or questions from 
the public, of which there were none.  Mr. Rhodes suggested leaving the Public Hearing open in case any 
members of the public were running late.  He suggested moving to agenda item 8 and then coming back 
to this item.   
 
Following the Agenda Item 8 discussion, Chairman Price again called for comments or questions from 
the public and hearing none, he closed the Public Hearing at 2:24 p.m.  
 
7. Possible approval of a Resolution to recommend the adoption, by the Western Regional Water 

Commission, of the 2008 Amendment to update the Comprehensive Regional Water 
Management Plan. 

Commissioner Seidel made a motion to approve the Resolution.  Commissioner Menard seconded the 
motion, which carried with seven in favor and one opposed. 
 
8. Review and discussion regarding the Western Regional Water Commission (WRWC) Work 

Plan and four (4) year financial priorities list, and possible direction to staff.  (Heard out of 
order) 

Mr. Smitherman referred to a spreadsheet of the “Western Regional Water Commission Cash Flow 
Projections – November 1, 2008 – December 31, 2012”, which was distributed to Commissioners.  He 
reported that in tracking what the NNWPC has recommended to the WRWC, along with discussions with 
staff of the members of the WRWC, the current priorities for funding have become apparent.  He stated 
that he reviewed the Work Plan that was presented to the NNWPC in June and regrouped some of the 
topics as prioritized.  He summarized that the priority topics included the following: 
 

• Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Efforts – LimnoTech 
• Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Efforts – Center for Collaborative Planning (CCP) 
• North Valleys Initiative 
• Conservation, Sustainability, Climate Change 
• Wastewater Facility Planning 
• Water Management Plan 
 

Mr. Smitherman reported that the spreadsheet includes the total projected water fund revenue, the fiscal-
year (FY) 2008/2009 Work Plan budget, total operating expenses, total project expenditure, and the cash 
balance running total.  He explained the process used to estimate current and projected expenses through 
December 31, 2012.  He clarified that the projected numbers have not been approved for funding; they are 
presented as a budget planning exercise.  
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Mr. Smitherman gave a brief overview of the priority items and what is anticipated for each.  He stated 
that an item that was inadvertently not included is an ongoing project with City of Reno on a Silver Lake 
drainage Letter of Map Revision (LOMR) to raise the regulatory flood level of Silver Lake.   
 
Mr. Smitherman stated that recently he met with Washoe County Public Works, which has some analysis 
needs for an area that floods on Lemmon Drive to see whether facilities are adequate to handle rainfall 
and runoff.   
 
Mr. Smitherman summarized that he is requesting consideration of the priorities as listed.  He welcomed 
input from Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Cameron stated that in looking at the cash flow column, the balance goes from $2,983,821 
down to $366,714 by the end of the planning period, which would show the drawdown exceeding the rate 
of revenue showing that this planning level would not be sustainable beyond this planning horizon.  Mr. 
Smitherman stated that is correct unless there is a big increase in revenue.  He clarified that the idea was 
to address the highest priority items with the money that will be available.   
 
Chairman Price asked for clarification that the projected water fund revenue is based on declining growth 
in the area and no anticipation of an increase to the water management fund in future legislature.  Mr. 
Smitherman stated those assumptions are correct. 
 
Commissioner DeMartini stated that the proposed budget beyond June 30, 2009 seems to be related to 
millions of dollars to try to accommodate new growth.  He stated it concerns him because he thinks those 
costs should be attributed or charged to the growth that is causing the money to be necessitated.  He stated 
that money could then be freed up to handle existing problems.  He asked if our purpose or duty is to plan 
for new growth and use money that is derived from existing customers for that purpose. 
 
Commissioner Menard stated that the projects need to be done whether or not one more person comes 
into the community.  She explained they are issues associated with current operations and how water 
quality is affected in the Truckee River and other discharge streams.  She stated that the driver for many 
of the costs is different from the view articulated by Commissioner DeMartini.  She added that she does 
not see conservation, sustainability and climate change for example being used to serve new growth.  She 
summarized it is based on the community being adaptive and appropriately efficient with the water 
resources that are currently available.  She added that it is a relatively small amount of money based on 
the period of time over which it is spread.  She summarized that the Cash Flow analysis was developed to 
help understand how much money is available and how to best allocate it to address the community 
priorities.   
 
Mr. Smitherman added that the law requires that the fund for planning be used for current and future 
needs and agreed with Commissioner Menard’s comments. 
 
Chairman Price called for a motion.  Commissioner Menard made a motion to approve forwarding the 
Cash Flow Projections to the WRWC for consideration.  Commissioner Seidel seconded the motion.  
Commissioner Cameron stated he assumes that the NNWPC would see this projection on at least an 
annual basis.  Mr. Smitherman stated it would be presented more frequently than annually.  Chairman 
Price called for a vote on the motion, which carried with seven in favor and one opposed.     
 
9. Program Manager’s Report 
Mr. Smitherman reported that he included updates on the following topics as requested or that he thought 
would be of interest to commissioners.  He stated that the purpose of this agenda item is for 
Commissioners to review the information included in the agenda packets and to ask questions, make 
comments, or request additional information.  

a. Status report on projects and Work Plan supported by the Regional Water Management 
Fund 
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Commissioner Erwin referred to the Flood Storage Volume Mitigation – Phase II report.  Ms. 
Davis stated that the DVDs of the report were distributed today.  Mr. Smitherman stated that 
the project is now 100% complete and the form will be updated.   

b. Financial report on the Regional Water Management Fund – Commissioner Ball stated he 
would like a brief overview of the totals, which Mr. Smitherman provided.    

c. Update on Bill Draft Requests (BDRs) that may affect the NNWPC 
Commissioner Schumacher asked if the NNWPC has a lobbyist.  Mr. Smitherman reported 
that an item is scheduled for the WRWC for December 12, 2008 to discuss a policy for how to 
deal with legislative issues as far as who should be responsible and what activities should be 
monitored.  He added that he does not see the need for a lobbyist but perhaps a liaison to 
report to the Commission.    

d. Truckee River Flood Management Project status report   
Mr. Smitherman reported that a status update from the Truckee River Flood Project was 
included as an informational item.  

 
Mr. Smitherman welcomed questions or comments from commissioners.  Chairman Price thanked Mr. 
Smitherman for his update. 
 
10. Discussion and possible direction to staff regarding agenda items for the January 7, 2009, 

Commission meeting and future meetings. 
Mr. Smitherman provided a list of agenda items for the January 7, 2009 NNWPC Agenda that was 
included in commissioner’s packets.   The potential items include: 
 

1. Review and possible update of Work Plan 

2. Conceptual process for development of the Comprehensive Plan required by Chapter 531, 
Statutes of Nevada 2007 

3. Discussion, direction and possible recommendation to the WRWC regarding conservation 
planning 

4. Program Manager’s Report: 

a. Status of projects and Work Plan supported by the Regional Water Management Fund 

b. Financial report on the Regional Water Management Fund 

c. BDR’s affecting the NNWPC 

d. Truckee River Flood Management Project status report 

5. Status report on Regional Hydrologic Model development project – Truckee River Flood 
Management Project staff 

6. Other Informational Items 

 
Chairman Price requested an agenda item for election of a new NNWPC Chairman and Vice-Chairman.  
He also requested an item to review the Policies and Procedures for the NNWPC.  He also requested an 
update from staff on communications with Community Development staff regarding code revisions. 
 
Commissioner Ball requested a standing agenda item for potential reports from Barry Winzeler on the 
Truckee Meadows Water Authority Standing Advisory Committee (SAC) as appropriate.   
 
11. Commission Comments. 
Chairman Price commended staff for their outstanding work on the Plan Amendment. 
 
Commissioner Seidel reported that the WRWC would meet on Friday, December 12, 2008 at Sparks City 
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Council Chambers.   
 
12. Staff Comments. 
None 
 
13. Public Comments. 
Chairman Price called for public comments and hearing none, closed the public comment period. 
 
14. Adjournment. 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:33 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
Niki Linn, Recording Secretary 
 
Approved by Commission in session on________________ 2008. 
 
____________________________ 
Darrin Price, Chairman 
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Western Regional Water Commission 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE:  December 23, 2008 
 
TO:  Chairman and Members, Northern Nevada Water Planning Commission 
 
FROM: Jim Smitherman, Water Resources Program Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Review and possible amendment of Northern Nevada Water Planning 

Commission Administrative Policies and Procedures 
 
SUMMARY 
Chapter 531 Statutes of Nevada 2007 sets forth procedures for Northern Nevada Water 
Planning Commission (NNWPC) meetings, establishment of a quorum and voting.  In addition 
the Statutes require the NNWPC to establish schedules for the selection of a chairman and 
regular meetings, and to provide for the calling of special meetings.  An excerpt of 
Chapter 531 is provided below under Background for your reference. 
 
The NNWPC has approved policies and procedures for all of the statutory requirements 
except the calling of special meetings.   The NNWPC has also approved policies and 
procedures for setting agenda items and receiving comments from the public. 
 
Attached is a copy of the approved NNWPC Administrative Policies and Procedures, and 
two proposed amendments: one establishing the order of business at regular meetings and 
another for the calling of special meetings. 
 
BACKGROUND  
Chapter 531 Statutes of Nevada 2007 (excerpt) 
      Sec. 39.  The Water Planning Commission shall establish a schedule for the selection of its 
Chairman for a term of 1 year, in rotation, from among the members. 
      Sec. 40.  1.  The Water Planning Commission shall meet at the call of the Chairman or any 
three members. The Water Planning Commission shall establish a schedule of regular meetings 
and provide for the calling of a special meeting when action is required before a regular meeting 
would occur. 
      2.  A quorum consists of a majority of the members. The affirmative vote of a majority of the 
members present is required to take action, unless a larger proportion is required by this Act for a 
particular action. 
      3.  A member of the Water Planning Commission is not entitled to compensation for his 
services as a member. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the NNWPC review the attached Administrative Policies and 
Procedures and approve the two proposed amendments to establish the order of business 
at regular meetings and provide for the calling of special meetings. 
 
JS:jd 
 
Attachment 
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Northern Nevada Water Planning Commission 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
 
GENERAL POLICIES 
 
 
Selection of Chairman and Vice-Chairman 
The Commission shall select a chairman, and vice-chairman to preside over meetings in 
the absence of the chairman, annually at the first meeting of the second quarter (in April) 
until such time that a change in that schedule is desired.  Any voting member of the 
Commission may serve as chairman or vice-chairman.  (adopted April 30, 2008) 
 
Meetings 
Regular meetings shall be scheduled the first Wednesday of the month at 1:30 pm. 
(adopted April 30, 2008) 
 
Special meetings may be called by the Chairman with at least three days written notice to 
each member served personally or left at the member’s usual place of residence or 
business so long as the legal notice is in accordance with the Open Meeting Law. 
(proposed January 7, 2009) 
 
Order of Business 
1. Determination of quorum. 
2. Approval of agenda. 
3. Public comments. 
4. Review, amendment and approval of minutes. 
5. Business of the day. 
6. Public comments. 
7. Future meeting(s) agenda items. 
8. Adjournment. 
(proposed January 7, 2009) 
 
Business Items 
Business items to appear on a meeting agenda shall be set at the preceding meeting 
during the agenda item for that purpose.  A member may place a business item on an 
agenda after the close of the preceding meeting only with the approval of the chairman.  
The member shall deliver the item to staff verbally or in writing.  Staff shall contact the 
chairman, or vice-chairman if the chairman is not available, and request approval.  If 
approved, staff shall place the item on the agenda for the next meeting so long as the 
legal notice is in accordance with the Open Meeting Law.   (adopted June 4, 2008) 
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Addressing the Commission 
Citizens attending the meeting may address the Commission at the proper time as 
provided herein. Petitions, remonstrances, communications, comments or suggestions 
from citizens which are not related to an item included in the agenda must be heard under 
Public Comment.  Each person desiring to address the Commission shall submit a 
speaker information card.  Each person addressing the Commission shall read his or her 
name and the city or county of his or her residence into the public record. Oral 
presentations given during the Public Comment section of the agenda or for any agenda 
item shall not be repetitious and shall be confined to three minutes maximum duration, 
unless the Presiding Officer or the Commission grants additional time. No person other 
than the individual speaking shall enter into the discussion without the permission of the 
Presiding Officer. No question shall be asked of a Commission member except through 
the Presiding Officer. No action shall be taken on issues raised under the Public 
Comment section of the agenda.  After a motion is made, no person shall address the 
Commission without first securing the permission of the Presiding Officer to do so.  
(adopted April 30, 2008) 
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STAFF REPORT 
  
   
DATE: December 23, 2008 

TO: Chairman and Members, Northern Nevada Water Planning Commission  

FROM: Chris Wessel – Water Management Planner 

SUBJECT: Status report on coordination with WRWC member agencies concerning regional 
consistency of water conservation provisions in development codes.  

 

SUMMARY 
At present, water conservation efforts are focused on implementing programs cooperatively 
through the development of regional policies and recommendations for specific ordinances to the 
three local government entities of Reno, Sparks and Washoe County.  The Regional Water 
Management Plan, Chapter 8, Water Conservation, outlines WRWC member agencies’ past, 
present and possible future measures to achieve water conservation.  A list of Chapter 8 
conservation programs is provided on the attached spreadsheet titled Regional Conservation 
Program Participation Overview.   
  
Staff will convene WRWC member agency representatives on January 5, 2009, for the purpose 
of reviewing elements of Chapter 8 with the goal of developing a priority action plan for regional 
responsible water use programs.  Once identified, staff will move forward with the process of 
developing recommendations for consideration by the NNWPC. Upon approval, 
recommendations for regional policies and amendments to local development codes will be 
developed, as necessary, to support the implementation of those policies.   
 
CW  
 
Attachment 
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Regional Conservation Program Participation Overview
Participating Entities Cost Recuperation 

Priority Chapter 8-  Water Conservation Programs TMWA WCDWR SVGID STMGID TMWRF STMWRF RSWRF COR COS WC Develop Utility Ext Fund

Base Case Measures 
  Retrofit Water Meters on all Municipal Water Services X X

  Toilet Retrofit X X

  Increasing Block Rates for Municipal Water Services Region-wide X

  Assigned Day Watering X

  Water Usage Review / Water Audits X X

  Landscape Efficiency Conversion X X

  New Building Codes X

  Showerhead Retrofit X

  Good Earthkeeping
Ongoing Measures
  Water Usage Review / Water Audits X X

  Public Education X X

  New Irrigation Technology X X

  Non-Potable and Reclaimed Water Service X X

Future Measures
  RWPC Sponsored Education:  Soil Preparation, Irrigation Efficiency
  Best Management Practices (BMPs)
  Low Impact Development (LID) Practices
  Commercial Faucet Retrofits
  Enhanced enforcement of Landscape and Runoff Ordinances
  Landscape Water Budgets
  Sprinkler System Devices
  Dual Water Delivery Systems
  Customer Leak-Repair Assistance

  Consistant with regional conservation Intent
  Partially meets regional conservation intent
  No evident participation 
  Not applicable 
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Northern Nevada 
Water Planning Commission 

STAFF REPORT 
  
   
DATE: December 30, 2008 

TO: Chairman and Members, Northern Nevada Water Planning Commission  

FROM: June Davis, Administrative Secretary 

SUBJECT: Informational report regarding the Truckee Meadows Water Authority Standing 
Advisory Committee 

 

Barry Winzeler may update the Commission with a verbal informational report on the Truckee 

Meadows Waster Authority Standing Advisory Committee. 

  
  Page 1 of 1  
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Northern Nevada 
Water Planning Commission 

STAFF REPORT 
  
   
DATE: December 30, 2008 

TO: Chairman and Members, Northern Nevada Water Planning Commission  

FROM: Jim Smitherman, Water Resources Program Manager 

SUBJECT: Program Manager’s Report 

 

Attached are the following updated reports for your review: 
 

a) Status Report of Projects and Work Plan supported by the Regional Water 
Management Fund  

b) Financial report on the Regional Water Management Fund 

c) Listing of Bill Draft Requests (BDRs) (Short List) that may affect the NNWPC  

d) Truckee River Flood Management Project status report 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JS:jd:  
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Northern Nevada Water Planning Commission
Status Report of Projects Supported by the Regional Water Management Fund

Approved by 
Water 

Planning 
Commission

 Approved 
by 

WRWC Project Name Contractor/Provider Amount
Balance 

Remaining
Percent 

Complete

Target 
Completion 

Date Notes
01/04/06 By BCC on 

9/26/06
(DinSar) Groundwater 
Monitoring Program Using 
Satellite Radar Images

Dr. Gary Oppliger 42,000 29,358 30% 12/31/09 Archive of images 
(3 yr contract) through 
12/31/09.

6/20/07 N/A Plan Update Assistance & 
HCDDM

ECO:LOGIC 25,000 0 100% Completed - in public 
review

6/20/07 N/A Water Plan & Hydrologic 
Criteria & Drainage 
Design Manual update - 
editing & formatting

Niki Linn 20,000 3,570 82% 12/31/08 The new title is:  Truckee 
Meadows Regional 
Drainage Manual; draft is in 
public review and available 
at 
www.washoecounty.us/pub
works/engineering

8/15/07 N/A Washoe 
Evapotranspiration (ET)

DRI (Desert Research 
Institute)

20,745 14,563 30% 12/31/09 (2 yr contract through 
12/31/09)

11/7/07  4/11/08 River Restoration BMP 
Handbook & Website

Kennedy Jenks 
Consultants

49,640 24,028 52% 6/30/09 Work is in progress

11/7/07 4/11/08 Silver Lake Playa (LOMR) 
Public Education

City of Reno 77,072 39,776 48% 12/01/09 Work is in progress

6/4/08 6/13/08 North Valleys Integrated 
Plan

City of Reno / Eco:Logic 172,448 96,559 44% 11/01/09 Work is in progress

6/4/08 6/13/08 TMDL Facilitation w/ 
Dave Ceppos

Cal State University 
Sacramento

142,500 142,500 0% 8/01/10 Work is in progress

6/4/08 6/13/08 TMDL Phase 1 City of Reno LimnoTech 197,500 180,494 9% 11/01/09 Work is in progress

8/6/08 9/12/08 2008 Water Usage Review 
Program

TMWA 61,700 61,700 0% 12/31/08 Work is in progress

N/A 7/11/08 SNCAT televise NNWPC 
meetings

SNCAT 4,500 2,250 50% 6/30/09

N/A 7/11/08 SNCAT televise WRWC 
meetings

SNCAT 4,500 2,250 50% 6/30/09

N/A 7/11/08 NNWPC Niki Linn $40 / hour Billed: $1,200 
to date

N/A

N/A 7/11/08 WMHB Minutes Niki Linn $40 / hour Billed:  $460 
to date

N/A

N/A 11/7/08 Rhodes Law Offices, LTD John Rhodes 144,000 132,000 8% 11/30/09

11/5/08 12/12/08 Certified Landscape 
Technician Program

Nevada Landscape 
Association

8,120 1/1/10 NLA has contract to sign

11/5/08 12/12/08 Conservation Practitioner 
Certification Program & 
Training

American Water Works 
Association

25,000 AWWA has contract to sign
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Western Regional Water Commission

Expenditure Status
Run Date:  12/29/2008 
Fund 766
Period 1 thru 6 2009
Report:  400/ZF15

Accounts Plan Actual PO Commit Actual + PO Available Avail% PreCommit Available Avail%

     491060  Water Surcharge 1.5% 1,452,275.00- 270,500.37-  270,500.37- 1,181,774.63- 81-  1,181,774.63- 81-

**   Operating Revenue 1,452,275.00- 270,500.37-  270,500.37- 1,181,774.63- 81-  1,181,774.63- 81-

     701150  Contractual Wages 498,533.00    498,533.00 100  498,533.00 100

*    Salaries and Wages 498,533.00    498,533.00 100  498,533.00 100

     710100  Professional Services 1,600,000.00 4,720.00 433,988.51 438,708.51 1,161,291.49 73  1,161,291.49 73

     710115  Prof Eng Services   49,640.00 49,640.00 49,640.00-   49,640.00-  

     710120  Legal Fees  12,000.00 36,000.00 48,000.00 48,000.00-   48,000.00-  

     710200  Service Contract   87,286.54 87,286.54 87,286.54-   87,286.54-  

     710355  Books/Subscriptions   10,000.00 10,000.00 10,000.00-   10,000.00-  

     710509  Seminars and Meetings  1,875.00  1,875.00 1,875.00-   1,875.00-  

*    Services and Supplies 1,600,000.00 18,595.00 616,915.05 635,510.05 964,489.95 60  964,489.95 60

**   Operating Expenses 2,098,533.00 18,595.00 616,915.05 635,510.05 1,463,022.95 70  1,463,022.95 70

***  Operating Income/Loss 646,258.00 251,905.37- 616,915.05 365,009.68 281,248.32 44-  281,248.32 44-

     481000  Interest-Pooled Inv. 69,289.00- 17,956.36-  17,956.36- 51,332.64- 74-  51,332.64- 74-

     482100  RGL Pooled Inv.  2,151.44-  2,151.44- 2,151.44   2,151.44  

     482200  URGL Pooled Inv.  2,222.55  2,222.55 2,222.55-   2,222.55-  

     710149  Invest Pool Alloc Ex  372.78  372.78 372.78-   372.78-  

***  Non Operating Revenue/Expense 69,289.00- 17,512.47-  17,512.47- 51,776.53- 75-  51,776.53- 75-

**** Total 576,969.00 269,417.84- 616,915.05 347,497.21 229,471.79 40-  229,471.79 40-
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Northern Nevada 
Water Planning Commission 

 

9c Bill Draft Requests.doc 
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DATE: December 30, 2008 

TO: Chairman and Members, Northern Nevada Water Planning Commission  

FROM: Jim Smitherman, Water Resources Program Manager 

SUBJECT: Bill Draft Requests 

 

209  Assembly Committee on Government Affairs  
Revises provisions governing the organization and accountability of 
certain local governmental entities that manage water resources.  
 

 8/01/2008

237  Legislative Committee to Oversee the Western Regional Water 
Commission (SB 487)  
Encourages entities that are engaged in water quality monitoring to 
coordinate certain activities.  
 

 8/13/2008

238  Legislative Committee to Oversee the Western Regional Water 
Commission (SB 487)  
Makes an appropriation to the Truckee River Flood Project to support 
ecosystem restoration activities.  
 

 8/13/2008

239  Legislative Committee to Oversee the Western Regional Water 
Commission (SB 487)  
Makes various changes to provisions governing flood control districts.  
 

 8/13/2008

240 
 
 

 Legislative Committee to Oversee the Western Regional Water 
Commission (SB 487)  
Makes various changes to provisions governing the Western Regional 
Water Commission.  
 

 8/13/2008

246 
 
 Assemblywoman Kirkpatrick  
Makes various changes relating to planning and zoning. 

 8/11/2008

     
359  Conservation and Natural Resources, State Department of  

Clarifies provisions governing the Board for Financing Water Projects. 
  

 8/22/2008

360  Conservation and Natural Resources, State Department of  
Establishes authority to award subgrants from the Drinking Water State 
Revolving Fund, Wellhead Protection and Clean Water Act Nonpoint 
Source programs.  
 

 8/22/2008
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Northern Nevada 
Water Planning Commission 

 
 
375  Legislative Committee for the Review and Oversight of the Tahoe 

Regional Planning Agency and the Marlette Lake Water System 
(NRS 218.53871)  
Authorizes the issuance of bonds for environmental improvement 
projects for Lake Tahoe for 2009-2019.  
 

 8/26/2008

394  Senator Care  
Prohibits certain restrictions on the use of gray water.  
 

 8/28/2008

473  Washoe County  
Authorizes counties to prohibit use of private water or septic systems 
where available public water or sewer systems exist and provide a 
program to mitigate the costs of connection to the public system.  
 

Intent of BDR: To clarify use of public funds for the public purpose of 
assisting with paying connection fees for public water/sewer systems 
where individual systems are failing and are failing or degrading water 
sources; specifically: amend of Chapter 244 of NRS to authorize the 
Board of County Commissioners to order a person with an individual 
sewage disposal system to connect to reasonably available municipal 
sewer if the property owner's system is failing or the system is 
demonstrably degrading a source of drinking water or increasing the 
costs of treating drinking water; and further, to authorize the County to 
use grants, gifts or water department funds to pay for the connection fees 
of those ordered to connect. 
 

 8/29/2008

502  Legislative Committee on Public Lands (NRS 218.5363)  
Revises provisions governing the awarding of grants to certain 
purveyors of water.  
 

 9/01/2008

503  Legislative Committee on Public Lands (NRS 218.5363)  
Makes an appropriation to the State Engineer to develop a hydrologic 
database for water basins in Nevada.  
 

 9/01/2008

534  Senator Beers  
Revises requirements for individual water meters in mobile home parks.  
 

 9/02/2008

680  Assemblyman Hogan  
Revises provisions relating to conservation of water.  

 11/19/2008

 
693 

  
Assemblyman Goedhart  
Revises provisions relating to the rates of smaller public utilities that 
furnish water or services for sewage.  

 11/21/2008

P:\NNWPC\Meetings\Agenda Items\2009\010709\Item 9c Bill Draft Requests.doc 
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732  Assemblyman Goicoechea  

Requires the completion of an inventory of an entire water basin 
before consideration of an interbasin transfer.  
 

 12/10/2008

22-750  Assemblywoman Leslie  
Requires the Truckee Meadows Regional Plan to include policies that 
are based on identified and sustainable water resources within 
Washoe County.  
 

 12/11/2008

848  Senate Committee on Natural Resources  
Establishes parity in oversight of regional water authorities.  
 

 12/15/2008

849  Senate Committee on Natural Resources  
Provides for study of economic impact of water importation projects 
and development of a sensible water strategy.  
 

 12/15/2008

887  Assemblyman Bobzien  
Makes various changes concerning the state water policy.  
 

 12/15/2008

924  Senator Mathews  
Joint Requester: Assemblywoman Smith  
Requires the fluoridation of public water systems serving Washoe 
County.  
 

 12/15/2008

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

FLOOD PROJECT COORDINATING COMMITTEE 
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Truckee River   Flood Management Project 
 

STAFF REPORT 
        

MEETING DATE:  December 12, 2008 
    
   

DATE:  December 3, 2008 

TO:  Flood Project Coordinating Committee Members 

FROM: Naomi Duerr, Director, Truckee River Flood Management Project, 850-7420  
  nduerr@washoecounty.us   

SUBJECT:  Accept Truckee River Flood Management Project Status Report for                      
October and November 2008 

 

 
SUMMARY 

A status report on the activities related to the Truckee River Flood Management Project for the 
months of October and November 2008 is provided herein. 

PREVIOUS ACTION 

The most recent status report was presented to the FPCC at their October 10, 2008 meeting.   

MONTHLY ACTIVITIES 
 
Corps Activities 
 
102 Ranch Section 113 Credit - The Corps reported that the Section 113 (ecosystem 
restoration) cost-share credit approval for the 102 Ranch Restoration Project has been 
approved.  Section 113 gets it name from the section of law Senator Reid obtained to 
support the flood project.   Nowhere else in the country is credit allowed for early ecosystem 
restoration.  Ecosystem restoration involves construction of river channel meanders, riffles 
and point bars; creation of wetlands; restoration of abandoned gravel pits; and revegetation 
of riparian and upland areas with native plant species. 
 
Corps Managers Meeting - Director Duerr and FPCC Chairman Larkin met with Corps Managers 
in Sacramento September 30th with a number of positive results that included:  
 
• Lockwood Section 113 and North Truckee Drain Section 104 applications have been 

forwarded from Sacramento to San Francisco offices and then to Headquarters in Washington, 
D.C. 

 
• FEMA vs. Corps Criteria for Levees - Recently, the issue of levee standards has become a 

topic of discussion in our community.  The Corps informs us that the term "FEMA criteria" is a 

mailto:nduerr@washoecounty.us
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bit of a misnomer.  Only the Corps has actual standards for levees and recently, FEMA is 
deferring to the Corps standards when approving or certifying levees.  The biggest issue with 
levees is reliability of the levees once you build them.  Corps levees typically have a wider 
footprint which provides more stability, and less susceptibility to failure. Corps levees also 
incorporate extra height to ensure +90% certainty that the levee will not fail or be overtopped in 
a certain size flood.  Our choice of levee design and standards will depend on what level of risk 
our community is willing to accept and pay for. 

 
TRAction Projects 
 
Lockwood Restoration - The Nature Conservancy is managing restoration of Lockwood for the 
Flood Project partners.  Restoration got underway in early October. The official groundbreaking of 
the Lockwood Restoration site was held on October 27th and well attended by approximately 60 
people consisting of elected officials, local citizens and stakeholders.  Media coverage included all 
major television and print outlets.   

  
Hidden Valley TRAction Project - Jay Aldean, Flood Project Deputy Director and Walt West, P.E. 
from the Washoe County Engineering, attended the October Hidden Valley Homeowner’s meeting.  
They presented a brief update on the project and introduced Jay in his new position with the Flood 
Project versus his previous position with HDR Engineering. The information was well received and 
expectations are to update the Flood Project Coordinating Committee (FPCC) at the December 
meeting. The update has been shifted to the January meeting. 

 
Reno/Sparks Indian Colony (RSIC) Traction Project - At the October 16th meeting, the Board of 
County Commissioners authorized the re-issuance of an invitation to bid on the RSIC 
Levee/Floodwall project located on the south bank of the Truckee River from Highway 395 to 
Glendale/Second Avenue. The Flood Project will contribute $1,720,000 to the construction of the 
RSIC levee/floodwall. These funds will come from the 1/8 cent infrastructure sales tax specifically 
appropriated for the Truckee River Flood Management Project. The bid was announced in the 
Reno Gazette Journal the week of October 24th.  The award of this project and two additional 
consultant contracts for construction oversight and testing will be presented to the BCC at their 
December 16th meeting. 
 
Downtown Bridges - Flood Project staff attended the Downtown Bridges TRAction project 
Stakeholder Workshop #3, hosted by the City of Reno on October 21st. Concepts for replacing the 
bridge structures and structure types along with desired levels of flood protection were discussed 
in an open-house format with a question and answer period following. Compilation of the public 
input is in process.  Results to date show that about 50% of the attendees preferred a 75-year 
design, while the other 50% preferred a 100-year design. 

 
Local Sponsors/Collaborative Efforts 
 
Regional Hydrologic Model - Manhard Engineering was selected as the consultant of choice to 
develop a new hydrologic model for our region.  The primary purpose of the model is to provide a 
tool to ensure that the impact of future development decisions on the floodplain and the flood 
project are fully understood and mitigated.  Next steps include negotiations with Manhard for a 
scope of work, with the actual bid award expected in January.   A meeting was held the week of 
October 24th with representatives from Reno, Sparks, and Washoe County staff to ensure that the 
model will be designed to meet a variety of planning and engineering needs, as well as flood 
project needs.  Additional meetings are anticipated.  
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Southeast Connector Update - Garth Oskol, Project Manager, Regional Transportation 
Commission (RTC), updated the FPCC at the October 10, 2008 meeting on the proposed 
alignments for the Southeast Connector. He indicated that funding had not been identified and 
Corps approval was not yet received. A preliminary meeting with the Army Corps of Engineers was 
set for October 23rd.   
 
As discussed at the October FPCC meeting, Project Director Naomi Duerr sent a letter to the RTC 
commending the RTC for working with the flood project during the road’s preliminary design phase 
to incorporate the proposed flood storage mitigation ordinance into their calculations so as not to 
increase flooding in Critical Flood Zone #1.  In the letter, Ms. Duerr also pointed out that the 
proposed alignment would bring the road across the Flood Project’s proposed Dam at Huffaker 
Narrows (an issue to be addressed and resolved during detailed design), through the middle of the 
proposed detention area which is currently included in the locally preferred plan, and through the 
middle of a proposed regional park which is not yet approved by the FPCC.   Ms. Duerr 
recommended moving the Southeast Connector road to the east through the Huffaker Detention 
Area to avoid impacts to the dam, the detention area’s flood storage capacity, and the proposed 
park.  
 
At the RTC’s November 21st Board Meeting, the Board approved a specific alignment for the 
Southeast Connector. The RTC selected the route recommended by staff stretching from South 
Meadows Parkway north through Rosewood Lakes and crossing the Truckee River to Sparks by 
bridge with no changes to the road alignment through the Huffaker Detention area,  It was 
discussed that small alignment changes could be made during future design phases.   
 
Approximately 200 citizens attended the RTC Board meeting with some voicing opposition and 
raising questions about flood project impacts and mitigation.   Paul Urban, Flood Project Manager, 
addressed many of the questions. The Southeast Connector road is expected to start construction 
in perhaps 5 years, based in part on the time required for permitting and the availability of funding. 

 
Recreation Planning - Corps, Flood Project, and city recreation staffs held a two-day planning 
meeting in mid-October.  The result was a significant step toward completing the flood project’s 
recreation plan.  A public survey is expected to be initiated after the elections to gauge local 
demand for a variety of recreational options.  The entire recreation plan is expected to be 
completed in early January. 
 
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) - The October 29th TAC meeting included discussion of 
the upcoming FPCC Retreat agenda and expected outcomes. Other discussion included the 
Regional Hydrologic Model and expectations of how that model would operate and who might 
be involved. 
 
Working Group - The October 29th Working Group meeting included a presentation by Kerri 
Williams-Lanza, City of Reno, and CH2MHill on the Downtown Bridge options presented at the 
October 21st stakeholders meeting.  New flood mitigation options for Rainbow Bend were also 
presented.  A brief update on Huffaker Dam and Detention area was provided, with a more indepth 
discussion planned for the December meeting.    
 
Flood Storage Mitigation Resolution - For three years the Truckee River Flood Management 
Project (Flood Project) has been sponsoring an effort to develop an improved Floodplain 
Storage Volume Mitigation Model Ordinance for use in Critical Flood Zone #1.  The purpose of 
the effort is to protect the people who currently live and work in the floodplain from being 
harmed due to new development and to ensure that any new flood project infrastructure (such 
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as a dam or levee) functions as designed and does not fail or overtop.  At their October 10 
meeting, the FPCC approved a resolution endorsing a new “model” ordinance to be forwarded 
to the Cities and the County for their consideration.   
 
Resolution # 2008-1 continues to support the concept of 1-to-1 mitigation (i.e., for each unit of fill 
placed, a similar volume of fill must be excavated) which is currently included in the Reno and 
Washoe County ordinances.  However, the resolution suggests that the communities go further in 
requiring that any mitigation occur near the site of the fill, not across the valley or at a different 
height, and that the level of protection should be held to the 117-yr storm event.  The resolution 
also suggests that those who cannot meet the proposed requirements be provided an opportunity 
to demonstrate that their 1-to-1 mitigation will still work even if not close to the fill site.  They would 
do this using a water modeling tool. The resolution received numerous public comments, many of 
which proposed that a higher ratio of mitigation-to-fill be required.  However, the Flood Board 
accepted the staff’s recommended proposal.  
 
FPCC Retreat – The Flood Project Coordinating Committee (FPCC) held a retreat on               
November 14, 2008 in lieu of the normal Board meeting at the Joe Crowley Student Union building 
at the University of Nevada, Reno.  The retreat focused on all of the currently approved project 
elements, TRAction project priorities, Army Corps of Engineers project schedule, and project costs.  
The FPCC reviewed the 45 approved project elements starting from the Downtown Reno reach 
and continuing 50 miles through to Pyramid Lake.  The Board then focused on the TRAction (or 
Truckee River Action) early start construction projects that are funded locally.  The Board directed 
the Flood Project Management Team, which is comprised of staff members from Reno, Sparks and 
Washoe County, to prioritize the list of existing and planned TRAction projects and bring the 
recommendations back to the board in 2009.  Lastly, the FPCC discussed the overall cost of the 
project and the Army Corps of Engineers’ project schedule. Due to the increased cost of the 
project, the board requested that the project be reviewed by an outside contractor to determine if 
there are ways to reduce the overall cost.  The Board then discussed the project schedule with the 
Army Corps Managers who re-confirmed their commitment to the Truckee River Flood Project.      
A detailed list of retreat outcomes is being drafted.   

 
Outreach 

 
Media Outreach - Paul Urban, Flood Project Manager represented the Flood Project on the 
Channel 8 (KOLO) Sunday, October 12th program Not Just Politics, an hour-long local show.  
 
Leadership Academy - Flood Project Director, Naomi Duerr presented information about the flood 
project to the Washoe County Leadership Academy on November 6th. 

Mayor Cashell Leadership Group – In mid-November, Director Duerr briefed City of Reno Mayor 
Bob Cashell and the heads of the Reno-Sparks Chamber of Commerce, Reno-Sparks Convention 
Authority, Downtown Improvement Association, and others on the Flood Project’s progress, 
including updates on funding, downstream restoration, congressional actions and Corps progress. 
The meeting was held prior to the FPCC Retreat in an effort to keep all entities informed regardless 
of their availability to attend the Retreat. 
  



Flood Project Coordinating Committee Monthly Status Report– December 12, 2008 
Page 5 of 5 
 
 

Staff/Personnel Update  
National Floodproofing Conference and Exhibition - Director Duerr, Deputy Director Aldean 
and Engineer Eric Scheetz attended the National Floodproofing Conference November 16-20 in 
New Orleans.  Local and national experts focused on all aspects of floodproofing, including 
techniques, materials, contractors, current issues and programs, and various means for funding 
floodproofing projects.  

 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
No fiscal impact 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that the Flood Project Coordinating Committee (FPCC) accept this status 
report on the Truckee River Flood Management Program. 
 
POSSIBLE MOTION 
 
Should the FPCC wish to implement the staff recommendation, a simple motion to approve the 
recommendation would suffice. 
 
ND:sk 



 1-7-09:  NNWPC Agenda Item 10 
  

 

 

Northern Nevada 
Water Planning Commission 

STAFF REPORT 
  
   
DATE: December 30, 2008 

TO: Chairman and Members, Northern Nevada Water Planning Commission  

FROM: Jim Smitherman, Water Resources Program Manager 

SUBJECT: Agenda items for the February 4, 2009 Commission meeting  

 

 
1. Conceptual process for development of the comprehensive plan required by Chapter 531, 

Statutes of Nevada 2007. 

2. Status report on Regional Hydrologic Model development project – Truckee River Flood 
Management Project staff. 

3. Program Manager’s Report: 
a. Status of projects and Work Plan supported by the Regional Water Management Fund 
b. Financial report on the Water Management Fund  
c. BDR’s possibly affecting the NNWPC  
d. Truckee River Flood Management Project status report 

4. Informational report regarding Truckee Meadows Water Authority Standing Advisory 
Committee, Barry Winzeler. 

5. Other Informational Items 
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